
ROCK LAKE RIPPLES
S H A R I N G  O U R  Y E A R  W I T H  Y O U

CELEBRATING A
SUMMER OF
TRANSFORMATION

As I  ref lect on another incredible summer
at Rock Lake Chr ist ian Assembly ,  our
hearts  are f i l led with grat i tude for  the
many ways God has moved through th is
minist ry .  None of what we do would be
poss ible without you.
Fi rst  and foremost ,  thank you for
support ing the work of  th is  minist ry .  Your
prayers ,  f inancial  gifts ,  and
encouragement provide the foundation for
everything we do.  Your investment in th is
minist ry  impacts count less l ives ,  f rom the
youngest campers to the volunteers who
give so self less ly  of  thei r  t ime. We also
want to thank those of you who have
entrusted your chi ldren and grandchi ldren
to us th is  summer.  What a pr iv i lege i t  i s  to
partner with you in helping the next
generat ion grow in their  fai th ,  develop
last ing fr iendships ,  and exper ience God in
a l i fe-changing way.

A heartfel t  thank you goes out to our
amazing team of volunteers—faculty ,
k i tchen helpers ,  landscaping crews,  check-
in teams,  camp store and canteen workers ,
and so many more.  You are the hands and
feet of  Jesus ,  serv ing with love and joy.  I t
takes al l  of  us work ing together to make
camp a real i ty  here at Rock Lake,  and we
are so grateful  for  your serv ice.
This  summer,  we had the incredible
opportunity  to serve 619 students through
our summer camp programs.  Among those,
24 baptisms were celebrated here on
campus,  with many more taking place in
home churches across the region.  Each
baptism represents a l i fe forever changed
by the power of Jesus Chr ist .
One story that stands out is  that of  a
young camper who engaged in a ser ies of
meaningful  conversat ions about bapt ism
and salvat ion.  Whi le some of her f r iends
chose to be baptized at camp, she made a
heartfel t  decis ion to be baptized at her
home church,  bel iev ing her mom might
attend for  the f i rst  t ime i f  she did.  What a
joy i t  was to watch onl ine as th is  camper
shared her test imony,  was bapt ized,  and
witnessed her mom exper ience church in a
powerful  way.  Moments l ike these remind
us of the r ipple effects of  God’s  work
through Rock Lake Chr ist ian Assembly.
Thank you for  being part  of  th is  journey.
Together ,  we are rais ing up a generat ion of
young people who know and fol low Jesus
Chr ist .  Your partnership means the wor ld to
us,  and we look forward to cont inuing th is
miss ion alongside you.
                                   -T im St.  Louis
                                    Camp Director



Spring is  just  around the corner ,  and we have a robust  retreat l ineup designed
to br ing people together ,  bui ld community ,  and deepen faith.  Whether you’ re
seeking spir i tual  growth,  fe l lowship,  or  s imply t ime away,  there’s  something for
everyone:

Young Adults Retreat :  February 7-9
4th & 5th Grade Retreat :  February 14-16
Man Camp :  February 21-23
Spring Ladies Retrea t :  March 7-9
Spring Craft  Retreat :  March 17-20
Middle School Retreat :  March 21-23
Elders Retreat :  Apr i l  4-5
High School Retreat :  Apr i l  25-27
Worship Leader Retreat :  May 1-3

My name is  B lake Harr ison.  As the Rock Lake Program Manager,  I  get to work
with people and design programs l ike these that unite people for  the K ingdom
of God. I t ’ s  incredible to see l ives changed,  re lat ionships formed, and faith
deepened through our many programs here throughout the year!
For more detai ls  and to register ,  v is i t  r lca.org/upcoming-events.  I  can’t  wait  to
see how God works through these events th is  spr ing and beyond!

Blake Harr ison- Program Manager

RETREATS FOR EVERYONE

Christmas is  wel l  upon us and whi le th is  is  our  son’s  second
Christmas,  last  year i f  i t  wasn’t  Mom or Dad,  L iam didn’t
care about i t .  Now that he is  interested in h is  surroundings
El i  and I  have been talk ing about what we want to make
sure is  part  of  L iam’s Chr istmas th is  year and going forward.
Sitt ing down to wr i te for  th is  edit ion of the Ripples ,  my
thoughts go to what I  want RLCA to look l ike when L iam is
old enough to attend. 
I t  occurs to me that the core of both quest ions have the
same answer:  to di rect L iam (and others)  to the depth of
God’s love and why we need i t .  I  want L iam to know that
God loves h im and al l  people,  made a way to overcome the
sins we cannot escape on our own,  and wants us to l ive in
unity  with our fami ly  through Chr ist  so that we may shine
God’s love to those who don’t  yet  know i t .

On behalf  of  the Board of Trustees,
I  pray you are exper iencing God’s  love and peace this
hol iday season.
Jess ica Lucchesi                                           
Board of Trustees Pres ident
president@r lca.org

FROM THE TRUSTEES

https://www.rlca.org/upcoming-events


I t ’ s  Pack the Pantry t ime again here at Rock Lake! Winter  and into Spr ing always f inds
us looking ahead to the summer and al l  the meals we’ l l  serve to campers and faculty .
Last  year we were blessed with such a great response by our support ing churches.
The year-after-year faithful  support  is  such an incredible bless ing to our minist ry
here.  Food costs seem to only  keep cl imbing and being responsible with our resources
is  always a big pr ior i ty  here at RLCA. That ’s  why your help with Pack the Pantry is  so
invaluable.  When you share the resources God has given you,  i t  helps us cont inue to
provide qual i ty  food to our campers without exceeding our budget.  Thanks in
advance for  your help with th is  project.

With s incere thanks ,  
Pam St.  Louis-  Food Serv ice Manager

PACK THE PANTRY 2025



PROJECTS,  PROJECTS,  PROJECTS

WAYS TO GIVE

This  fal l  one of the bigger projects that I  have been work ing on has been repairs  at
the lodges,  part icular ly  B lue Spruce.  I t  i s  hard to bel ieve that B lue Spruce and White
Pine are near ly  25 years old.  I  spent t ime repair ing some rot  on the exter ior  logs,
especial ly  on Blue Spruce.  The facade of many logs had to be cut out and replaced.
Addit ional ly ,  our  lodges have threaded rods spaced every 16”  which go from the top
of the wal l  to the bottom and they need to be t ightened per iodical ly .  As these rods
were t ightened,  new insulat ion was instal led in the access bays to prevent energy
loss.  Now we are planning to add new seamless gutters  to help preserve the bui ld ing
by el iminat ing splash-back and thus minimiz ing wood deter iorat ion.

We also plan to spend t ime paint ing the Blue Spruce inter ior  th is  winter  and this
spr ing we wi l l  put another coat of stain on the exter ior .  

As we are approaching our 25 year anniversary of  bui ld ing these lodges,  the t rustees
have set up a fund for  some upcoming maintenance needs for  these bui ld ings.  Some
of the larger i tems that are going to need updated soon are;  roof ing,  HVAC units ,
water heaters ,  and carpet.  I f  you are interested in donat ing to 
support ing to th is  fund i t  you can go to www.r lca.org/donate 
and select ,  Lodge 25th Anniversary Fund,  or  send a check 
with a note in the memo l ine to:  

Rock Lake Chr ist ian Assembly 
7389 E Vestaburg Rd 
Vestaburg MI 48891  

Luke Essex- Faci l i t ies Manager

Merry Chr istmas!
Thank you for  al l  the ways you generously  support  Rock Lake Chr ist ian Assembly.  Your
partnership plays a v i tal  ro le in affording students with a place where they can step
away from the dist ract ions of the wor ld and immerse themselves in a week of
learning,  worship,  and growing in their  faith.

As the year draws to a close,  we inv i te you to prayerfu l ly  consider making a year-end
gift  to the camp. Your donat ion di rect ly  impacts the l ives of  young people,  a l lowing
them to exper ience the transformative power of God's  love.

Looking ahead to the New Year ,  would you consider making a resolut ion to support
the camp on a monthly  basis? Your ongoing commitment would provide steady,
re l iable resources to ensure that the camp cont inues to thr ive whi le cont inuing to
offer  l i fe-changing exper iences for  years to come 
(www.r lca.org/donate).  May God grant us al l  grace as we give 
cheerful ly  to the advancement of His  K ingdom so that we may 
cont inue to abound in every good work. (2 Cor 9:6-8)

Thank you for  your cont inued love and support ,  and may you 
have a blessed Chr istmas and a joy-f i l led New Year!

In Chr ist ' s  love,
Amy Essex- Business Manager 

https://www.ezekielgiving.com/app/giving/rocklake

